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Schism ( or División de las Sarmientas de
Boulogne, informally also known as the
Boulogne schism) was a schismatic
movement within the Order of the Holy
Sepulchre (OS) in the period 1427–50. It
occurred because of the inability of the
Custos Paulo Baldeiro to reconcile the
Order's strongholds on the Italian
mainland with those in France. Thus it
was a result of the pyrrhic victory of the
Order of the Holy Sepulchre in the
Council of Constance. During the first
half of the 16th century, the order's power
grew rapidly in Italy. At the same time,
Pope Paul III (1500–1549) curtailed the
influence of the order and the amount of
its lands in Italy was largely reduced. The
main part of the order's land area
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remained in France. The new dominion
was called París Obrego ("Paris
Obedience"). The changes were initially
accepted and soon it became the principle
of life of the entire Order. The new ties
between the Italian Order and the French
branch of the order, however, proved
tenuous in the face of the fact that the
Boulogne region, under the leadership of
the French branch, had been the main
launching pad of the rise of the new order
in Italy. The differences of leadership in
the two parts of the order proved too
powerful to overcome. In 1451, the head
of the Obedience in France, Cardinal
Louis Jouandot, excommunicated those
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