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compromise U.S. infrastructure are on the rise, with the most recent cases resulting in billions of dollars worth of damage,
according to U.S. officials. In a speech on Tuesday, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen said that

there has been a “sharp uptick” in cybersecurity attacks against critical infrastructure since last year, with losses hitting a record
$2 billion. “The average cost of a successful cyberattack on U.S. critical infrastructure is close to $1 million,” Nielsen said,

adding that the $2 billion is “just the tip of the iceberg.” ADVERTISEMENT “The real costs are lower, and in some cases, too
low, for us to keep up,” she said. Nielsen said she is not “a big fan of alarmism” when it comes to warnings about risks posed to
the nation’s infrastructure, and said the cyberthreats that her agency faces are similar to ones faced by other countries. She said
there were “multiple … well-funded, organized, strategic threats” out there in cyberspace that do harm to American institutions,

and said the United States is “taking steps to thwart them.” “This is not something we can take lightly. It's a national security
priority for the United States,” Nielsen said. It was in December 2015 that the same committee of Homeland Security leaders

that Nielsen represents said there was no credible threat to the American power grid, despite a rash of high-profile attacks
against companies and institutions on the country’s networks. The report, which was endorsed by former Homeland Security

Secretary Jeh Johnson and others, said there was evidence that a “well-organized and resourced” group was responsible for the
wave of successful attacks. Since that committee recommendation, there has been an uptick in the number of attacks against key

companies, including the corporate payment provider PayPal, the grocery delivery company Instacart and several electronics
retailers. The recent Anthem breach, in which hackers stole data on nearly 80 million people, was also the largest breach of

personal information in history. The DHS reports that its infrastructure team helps companies detect such threats and helps them
respond to them. It said that it focuses
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